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A trade school in Le Soleil, Haiti, will be rebuilt with help from the CCA. 

Canadian Construction Association to help rebuild trade school in Haiti 
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A Canadian Construction Association (CCA) partnership with Builders Without Borders (BWB) will finance and supervise a small reconstruction project at a trade school in Haiti. 

“The idea of this school is that it helps to provide youth and young people with a trade and a business opportunity, which is important for Haiti in the future,” said Neil Griggs, president of BWB. 

“The young people in Haiti have been quite traumatized, as a result of losing family members and school mates. We would like youth to be involved in the reconstruction” 

At recent committee meetings in Regina, the CCA decided to participate in the reconstruction and expansion of Ecole Lakay in Le Soleil, which is one of the poorest neighbourhoods in Port au Prince. 

“There is a concerted effort being undertaken by the ACQ (Association de la construction du Québec, the BCCA (British Columbia Construction Association) and the CCA to finalize what type of support is required to complete this project,” said Manley McLachlan, president of the BCCA. 

“The intention is to gather the combined effort of construction associations across Canada to fund this project.” 

Ecole Lakay is a school for poor children. During the earthquake on Jan. 12, it was damaged when another building fell on it. 

The trade school, which offers instruction in carpentry, cabinetry and electrical installation, was forced to close. The project was identified in April, when a delegation visited Haiti to inspect schools for the Selesian Order, a Roman Catholic religious group that carries out charity work focused on children. 

The group included two engineers, who inspected school structures and a civil engineer, who looked at school-related infrastructure. 

Griggs was responsible for identifying which school was most feasible for the involvement of the CCA. 

“The problem in Haiti is basic,” said Griggs. 

“The challenge is to find something small enough, that can be built in a short period of time. We looked at a number of facilities, until we found one that was best suited to our needs.” 

He said the project was selected because the CCA wanted to be involved with a school with a trades training component. 

When the delegation found the school, BWB was in Haiti looking at two projects. 

The first was the school for the CCA and the second was a children’s hospital for a Toronto-based non-profit called Childcare International. 

“We met with a contractor that recently built an eye clinic that suffered no damage from the earthquake,” said Griggs. 

“We thought that this company would be appropriate to build the trade school.” 

Port au Prince-based Tecnica is the Haitian engineering and construction firm asked to bid on the school project. 

The team met with the company’s vice president Gerald-Emile Brun and discovered the firm has an internal group of architects and engineers, who do design work. 

The contract will be for the repair of existing workshops and the construction of new facilities. 

The CCA will also provide new equipment for the workshops. 

The total price won’t be determined until a bid is submitted, which is expected in a couple of weeks. 

The contractor will be required to hire recent graduates and local neighbourhood youth to work on the project. 

Another unique aspect of the project is that it will establish a business to produce basic building material, such as doors, window frames and building trusses. 

The raw material will come from imported lumber. 

The school will also produce plumbing and electrical items, such as air conditioning and fans, that can meet the needs of local industry. 

BWB is a Canadian not-for-profit company that provides building industry consultants and volunteers for work with international non-government organizations. 

The organization constructs shelters and teaches building industry skills to those in need. 

